
Noon Bible Study: 1 Samuel 25 

1 Samuel 25:1 - Samuel dies 

 

v. 1 - end of an era.  Samuel was a faithful judge, a holy priest and spirit-filled prophet.  He was a father to Israel before 

they had a king and a voice of the LORD in the land. 

 

1 Samuel 25:2-8 - David, Nabal & Abigail 

 

v. 2-3 - Nabal is very wealthy. 3000 sheep, 1000 goats.  “The name Nabal means “foolish” or “boorish” (see v. 25). It 

appears to be his real name, but since it is unlikely that someone would be given a name with that meaning, its origin may 

have been another Hebrew word that is now unknown. “Calebite” may mean a descendant of Caleb, one of the scouts who was 

willing to enter Canaan (Num. 14:6–7) and who was given the land around Hebron (Josh. 14:6–14). Thus it would mean that 

Nabal was prominent both by wealth and by descent. (ESV Study Bible, 1 Sam. 25:3) 

 

David sends 10 of his men to ask Nabal for material support.  David’s men are instructed to approach with respect and 

kindness and to note that David has not causes Nabal any trouble. 

 

v. 8 - “festive day” - the time of the shearing of the sheep was a time of celebration.  David mentions this perhaps with the 

mindset that Nabal will be in a good/generous mood. 

 

1 Samuel 25:9-12 - Nabal rejects David’s request 

 

It wasn’t necessarily wrong for Nabal to decline David’s request, however the manner in which he did was rude and not 

proportional to the manner in which David made the request 

 

1 Samuel 25:13 - David prepares his men to attack Nabal 

 

Q - what do you think of this response of David to Nabal rejecting his request? 

 

1 Samuel 15:14-17 - Nabal’s servant appeals to Abigail 

 

1 Samuel 25:14-17 (NLT) - Meanwhile, one of Nabal's servants went to Abigail and told her, "David sent messengers from the 

wilderness to greet our master, but he screamed insults at them.  15 These men have been very good to us, and we never 

suffered any harm from them. Nothing was stolen from us the whole time they were with us.  16 In fact, day and night they 

were like a wall of protection to us and the sheep.  17 You need to know this and figure out what to do, for there is going 

to be trouble for our master and his whole family. He's so ill-tempered that no one can even talk to him!"  

 

This conversation details the reasonable-nature of Abigail in contrast to Nabal’s unreasonable-ness.  Everyone is afraid to 

talk to Nabal 

 

1 Samuel 25:18-22 - Abigail goes to meet David 
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v. 18-19 - Abigail prepares a “peace offering” of sorts and sends it ahead of her. 

 

v. 21 - we learn from this verse that David’s initial request for supplies from Nabal was not as random as it seemed.  David 

had been helping the shepherds of Nabal and serving as a buffer against any enemies or thieves. Remember David, the now 

grown “shepherd boy” is sympathetic to the shepherd’s job. 

 

1 Samuel 15:23-31 - Abigail intercedes for Nabal and their household and pleads with David 

 

v. 25 - Abigail knows Nabal is a fool.  She references his name as evidence.  She also tells David that had she seen his 10 

messengers, she would have replied favorably.  In this she begins to build her case that David should not destroy Nabal and 

his household, for some of them are innocent. 

 

v. 30-31 - Abigail appeals to David’s conscience. Essentially she is saying “David, when you become king and the LORD 

establishes your throne, do you really want to have the fact that you killed innocent people (like me & Nabal’s servants) 

troubling your conscience?” 

 

1 Samuel 15:32-35 - David listens to Abagail 

 

v. 33-34 - David recognizes Abigail’s discernment.  Abigail came at just the right time 

 

1 Samuel 15:36-38 - Nabal hears the news, dies. 

 

Q - What do you think was so shocking to Nabal? 

 

v. 37 - “his heart died within him so that he became a stone” - NET: “had a stroke and was paralyzed” NLT: “he had a stroke 

and lay paralyzed on his bed like a stone” NIV: “his heart failed him” 

 

This is also a lesson to us in “Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, 

"VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY," says the Lord” (Romans 12:19).  God took care of David’s enemy rather than David taking 

his own vengeance based on his offended heart. 

 

1 Samuel 15:39-42 - David proposes to Abigail and she becomes his wife 

 

v. 39 - David acknowledges God’s hand in this and is grateful to not have unjustly avenged himself 

 

1 Samuel 15:43-44 - David’s other wives 

 

v. 43 - David had also married Ahinoam of Jezreel 

 

v. 44 - As a result of David’s absence and Saul’s anger towards him, Saul remarries his daughter Michal (who had been David’s 

wife) to another man.  We will see Michal and David reunited together later, so this marriage may have been against Michal’s 

will (We know Michal loved David very much, 1 Sam. 18:20, 28) 
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